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JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

• Approval to change park name from Uncle Tom’s Cabin Special Park to 
Josiah Henson Special Park

• Approval to publish staff draft for purposes of Planning Board Public 
Hearing, to be scheduled October 28, 2010
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Top ‐ rear view of Riley Farm Cabin
Bottom ‐ front view of Riley Farm Cabin



JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Josiah Henson 
Special Park
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Montgomery County, Maryland

JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Current Park

THE SITE

• Both parcels = 1.5 acres

• Special ParkSpecial Park 

• Old Georgetown Road in North 
Bethesda 

h i i• Southern Maintenance Region 

• Adjacent to White Flint Sector 
Planning Area
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JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Current Park

Josiah Henson Special ParkJosiah Henson Special Park
1.02 acres acquired in January 2006

Josiah Henson Site, Maryland
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Rozier Property
.5 acre acquired in June 2009

JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Current Programs on Site

Special Request Tours

Public EventsPublic Events
•Montgomery County Heritage Days (June)

•Maryland Emancipation Day Celebration 
(November)( )

Private Events
•Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage•Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage 
(April/May)

• Luxmanor Citizens Association Annual Art 
Show (April)
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JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Current Programs on Site

Archaeology 

Work is being conducted and will 
inform and guide future site g
development, landscape planning 
and interpretation

• Staff Led

• Volunteer Driven

‐ 7 ‐
PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Purpose of the Plan

The purpose of the Plan is to establish

•A site‐specific Vision 

•A process and means for gathering and responding to public inputA process and means for gathering and responding to public input

•Guidance in the short term for ongoing operations and programming

•Guidance to the upcoming Facility Plan

Implementation 
Strategy / 
Preliminary 
Program of 

Goals & 
Objectives for  
3 Options 

Vision & 
Interpretive Policy g

Requirements 
for Moderate 

Option 

p
with Action 

Items

p
Themes

y
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JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Project Schedule

2006 Riley Farm Property Acquired2006 Riley Farm Property Acquired

2009 Rozier Property Acquired

2010 MASTER PLANNING

MAY  Launched Website on www.ParkPlanning.orgMAY Launched Website on www.ParkPlanning.org

JUNE

 6/10  – Planning Board Roundtable
Plan Objectives, Outreach and Schedule to Planning Board

 6/15  – Community Meeting #1 
Plan Objectives to the Community for Inputj y p

JULY / AUGUST

 Develop concepts and draft plan, based on public input Public comments received
 CANCELLED 7/26 – Community Meeting #2
8/24 – Community Meeting #2
Staff Draft Concept Plan Development

SEPTEMBER
9/16  – Staff Draft to Planning Board

Request a Public Hearing Date. Staff Draft posted on the website.

OCTOBER 10/28 – Planning Board Public Hearing 

NOVEMBER
 11/18 – Planning Board Work Session and Plan Adoption
Approval/Adoption Final Park Master Plan   

 Note:   Following Master Plan Adoption, a separate Facility Planning project (30% Design) will be initiated by 
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 Indicates Opportunities for Public Input

the Park Development Division.

JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Public Process

Public Meeting Input

• June 15, 2010

• August 24, 2010August 24, 2010 
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Vision and Issues by Category, Summary and the Plan Responses



JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Staff Draft Recommendations

VISION

Adopt a facility‐specific vision for this cultural site. 

A public museum that …

• celebrates the challenging and inspiring life of 
Reverend Josiah Henson the man who inspiredReverend Josiah Henson, the man who inspired 
the fictional character “Uncle Tom,”

• educates visitors about the enslavement of 

African Americans in Maryland andAfrican Americans in Maryland and

• promotes a greater appreciation of history in 
Montgomery County. 
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Top ‐ An archaeology volunteer at work.
Bottom ‐ Archaeological excavation in the 
backyard of the Josiah Henson Site.

JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Staff Draft Recommendations

Interpretive Themes for Exhibits and Programs

The Reverend  Josiah Henson and the African American Slave Experience in 
Montgomery County

Early Life of Enslaved Peoples Isaac Riley Plantation

• Childhood 
• Family

• Slaveholding Family
• Plantation History ‐ Architecture & Landscape

• Spirituality • Archaeology

Work & Living Conditions Myth, History, Literature & Stereotypes

• Travel & Independence • Slave Narratives• Travel & Independence
• Leadership & Responsibility
• Punishment & Resistance

• Slave Narratives
• Harriet Beecher Stowe

Freedom / EmancipationFreedom / Emancipation

• Self‐purchase
• Manumission
• Escape ‐ Underground Railroad
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• Free Black Communities (1800s)



JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Staff Draft Recommendations

Josiah Henson's Journeys through 
Maryland, 1789‐1830
1. Henson’s Birthplace, 1789

Francis Newman Plantation, Port Tobacco, Charles County, MD

2. Owner of Henson’s Mother
Dr. Josiah McPherson Plantation, Charles County, MD

3. Site of Slave Auctions near Montgomery 
County Courthouse, Rockville, Maryland.

4 Adam Robb former owner of Henson4. Adam Robb, former owner of Henson
Adam Robb Plantation, Rockville, MD

5. Site of Henson's Enslavement, 1789‐1830 
Isaac Riley Plantation, Rockville,  MD

6. Site of Henson’s Spiritual Conversion
Newport Mill, Montgomery County, MD

7. Marketplace frequented by Henson
Georgetown, Washington, DC

North American Travels,  1795‐1830
1 Montgomery County MD 4. Cincinnati, OH
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1. Montgomery County, MD
2. Daviess County, KY 
3. Mississippi River, LA

,
5. Sandusky City, OH
6. Buffalo, NY
7. Dawn Settlement, Ontario, Canada

JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Staff Draft Recommendations

Plan Goals
1. Interpret Josiah Henson's life and the history of slavery in Montgomery County.

2. Retain the integrity of the historic architecture and landscape.

3. Create a safe, accessible site. 

4. Develop advocacy and fundraising strategies to ensure the viability of the site.

Implementation Options
• The Minimum Option equates with the current level of programming. Essentially depicts 
the activities now taking place at the Josiah Henson Special Park. 

• The Moderate Option takes the park to the next level in capital improvements and 
interpretive programming. 

• The Maximum Option outlines steps for more extensive capital improvements and 
d dexpanded interpretive programming.
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JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Preferred Option

The Moderate Option takes the park to the next level in capital 
improvements and interpretive programming. 

1. Fulfills the interpretive goals and potential of the historic site.

2. Maintains compatibility with the neighborhood in which it sits.

3. Achieves operational benchmarks with a reasonable request for 
facility‐specific staff.

4 C ibl i h h i li i f h D d4. Compatible with the economic realities of the Department and 
County, neither accepting of a status‐quo vacant house with minimal 
public openings nor overreaching to emulate capital outlays 
achievable in the private museum sector.
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JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Moderate Option: Implementation and Project Staging
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KEY: “Plan and/or Design” = White Boxes and “Construct and/or Implement” = Blue Arrows



JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Moderate Option: Implementation and Project Staging
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KEY: “Plan and/or Design” = White Boxes and “Construct and/or Implement” = Blue Arrows

JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Moderate Option: Implementation and Project Staging
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KEY: “Plan and/or Design” = White Boxes and “Construct and/or Implement” = Blue Arrows



JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Moderate Option: Implementation and Project Staging
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KEY: “Plan and/or Design” = White Boxes and “Construct and/or Implement” = Blue Arrows

JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Outstanding Issues

Off‐site Improvements
• Safe Crossing at Old Georgetown 
Road and Tilden Lane

• Directional and interpretive signage 
for Park

• Parking at other facilities

Connectivity
• Pedestrian connections

• Bike connections
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Outstanding Issues

Off‐site Improvements
• Safe Crossing at Old Georgetown 
Road and Tilden Lane

WALL LOCAL PARK &
MONTGOMERY• Directional and interpretive signage 

for Park

• Parking at other facilities

MONTGOMERY 
AQUATIC CENTER

Connectivity
• Pedestrian connections

JOSIAH HENSON 
PROPERTY

• Bike connections

White Flint Planning Area
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Pedestrian Route

JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Outstanding Issues WHITE FLINT METRO STATION

FUTURE PARKING GARAGE

Off‐site Improvements
• Safe Crossing at Old Georgetown 
Road and Tilden Lane

WALL LOCAL PARK &
MONTGOMERY AQUATIC 

CENTER

• Directional and interpretive signage 
for Park

• Parking at other facilities LUXMANOR  ELEMENTARY  
SCHOOL

Connectivity
• Pedestrian connections

JOSIAH HENSON PROPERTY

• Bike connections TILDEN MIDDLE SCHOOL

existing | proposed

Parking (for all)

Wayfinding Signs

White Flint Planning Area
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Outstanding Issues
WALL LOCAL PARK &
MONTGOMERY 
AQUATIC CENTEROff‐site Improvements

• Safe Crossing at Old Georgetown 
Road and Tilden Lane

AQUATIC CENTER
MONTROSE

• Directional and interpretive signage 
for Park

• Parking at other facilities
JOSIAH HENSON 

Connectivity
• Pedestrian connections

PROPERTY

• Bike connections

Shared Use Paths

Bike Lanes

existing | proposed
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Bike Lanes

On‐road Connectors

White Flint Planning Area

JOSIAH HENSON SPECIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Conclusion

In sum, the Josiah Henson Special Master Plan reflects the effort to pull 
together policy, history, interpretive objectives, operational needs, and 
public input into a policy document to guide future planning, design, 
construction, interpretation, and operation of this highly significant cultural 
resource.

Top ‐ Uncle Tom's Cabin and portrait of the 
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author, Harriett Beecher Stowe in 1881.
Bottom ‐ Uncle Tom's Story of His Life and 
portrait of the author, Reverend Josiah 
Henson


