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Park Police Mourn One of Their Own

tiswith deep sadnessthat Park Police Chief Nathaniel J. Barber announcesthe sudden death of Detective
I Brent LaMere. Detective LaM ere collapsed on Monday, June 11, 2007, and was unableto berevived. Detec-
tive LaMerewasassigned to the Montgomery County Division’sInvestigative Services Section. Hebegan
working with the Park Policein 1995 asavolunteer and becameapoliceofficer in 1998. Detective LaMere
recel ved numerous commendations and awardsincluding Park Police Detective of the Year for 2003 and 2006.
Chief Barber stated, “Brent wastruly an asset to the Montgomery County Park System and to the police profes-
sion. Hewill besorely missed.”

Hiswife, Summer Lynn LaMere, his5-year old daughter, Allison Lee LaMere, hisparents, three brothers, and one
Sister, survive Detective LaMere. A funeral servicewasheld on June 16, 2007, at . Mary’sChurchin Rockville,
Maryland. Honor Guards and bagpipersfrom multiplejurisdictions performed at the service. Maryland State Police
helicoptersflew overhead to honor Detective LaMere. Thefamily requeststhat, in lieu of flowers, contributionsin
Detective Brent LaMere’'smemory bemadeto H.E.R.O.E.S,, Inc., 666 Eleventh Street, N.W., Suite 300, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20001 or to Concernsof Police Survivors, Inc., PO. Box 3199, Camdenton, Missouri 65020.

Detective Brent LaMere
November 29, 1974 -
June 11, 2007
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Park Police Mourn the Loss of K-9 Stryker

K-9 Stryker

July 30, Park Policedog Stryker, was
hanized dueto muscular problemsin hishind
legs. Hewas 11-1/2 yearsold. Stryker was

adopted by the Park Policefrom Czechod ovakiawhen
hewasoneyear old.

Stryker served the Montgomery County Division of the
Park Policefrom 1997 until hisretirement in 2004.
During hiscareer, Stryker and hishandler, Park Police
Officer Alice Hanan, worked some of the most high-
profilecasesin our area. When the Pentagon was struck
inthe9-11 disaster, Stryker and Officer Hanan sifted
through the debrisand made 108 finds.

Stryker helped search for missing personsMichelle
Dorr, Susan Sottmeister and ChandraLevy. Healso
helped out at agastanker accident on [-95 and the
water taxi accident in Baltimore Harbor in 2004.

“Stryker wasanincredible K9 partner and | am hon-
ored and thankful for our timetogether,” Hanan said.
“Hehad thebest life possiblefor adog and | am pretty
sure heknew that. Thanksto everyonewho helped us
aongtheway.”

Stryker was certified yearly in obedience, agility, area
search, articlesearch, building search, tracking, trailing,
search and rescue, and narcotics and cadaver. The dog
participated ininvestigationsleading to 113 narcotics
arreststotaling $152,923in value of drugsseized. He
a so was credited with hel ping find two missing persons
and took part in morethan 100 public demonstrations.

In addition to being named the Park Police K9 team of
theyear four yearsinarow —from 1999 to 2002 —
Stryker and Hanan received numerous other accolades
and commendations.
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Welcome to New Park Police Officers

Cngratul ationstofive new Park Police Officerswho graduated from the 50th M ontgomery County Police
Academy. A grueling six-month program, the academy preparesrecruitsfor their new jobsaspolice offi-
ers. Two of the membersreceived awards at the graduation ceremony on July 12, 2007. Officer Michael
Bennett received first runner-up infirearmsand Officer Donald Brew received first runner-up in physical fitness.

Congratul ationsto our newest Park Police Officers!

L-R: Officers Donald
Brew, Kristina Gigas,
Michael Bennett,
Crystal Volk, and
Jeffrey Utterback

Photo by Sgt. Pam Skaife

el comea so to Officer Anthony DiVincenzo, a ficer Caleb GarciaRodriguez alsojoinsusfrom
transfer officer fromWashington, D.C. Batimore County Police. Welcome!

Officer Anthony DiVincenzo Officer Caleb Garcia Rodriguez

Photo by Margaret Kingsley Photo by Ofc. Mary McDonnell
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Officer Justin Andrews and Shadow
Graduate from K-9 School

-9 Academy. Anintense three-month class, the program teachesthe K-9 team how to patrol together.

O%i cer Justin Andrews and hisK -9 partner, Shadow, graduated from the 39th M ontgomery County Police
he dogsa so learn how to search for drugsand other items.

TheK-9 classconsisted of fivedogsand their handlers. Officer Andrews spoketo the class at the graduation
ceremony on July 13, 2007. Congratul ations Officer Andrewsand Shadow!

Photo by Sgt.
Pam Skaife

Officer Justin Andrews and K-9 Shadow
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Park Police Win Chief’s Challenge

Photo by
Barbara Beckett

L-R Middle: Officer Misti Hoffmaster, Lt. Lisa Vasco, and Officer Dennis Benden
accept Chief’s Challenge Award.

ery year, thousands of loved ones, valued co-workers, and fellow citizensareneedlessly injured or killed in

raffic accidents. Many of theseinjuriesand fatalities could have been prevented by safety belt use. Infact,

umerous nationd studies provethat safety beltsreducetherisk of seriousinjury or death by nearly 50
percent, and nearly 60 percent when they are combined with air bags.

Recently, the Park Policejoined other agenciesthroughout the State of Maryland in theannual Chief’sChallenge.
The Chief’sChallenge Program challengeslaw enforcement memberstoincrease the public’sawareness and use of
safety beltsand child safety seats. Thisyear, Officer Misti Hoffmaster led the Divisioninwinningin the 66-100
officer category. Agenciesareawarded pointsfor avariety of activities, including conducting surveys, distributing
informeation, performing ingpections, enforcement and publicinformation briefings.

Officer Hoffmaster compiled aprofess onal -l ooking bookl et documenting everyone swork during the program.
Officer DennisBenden wasthetop enforcer during the® Click It or Ticket” campaign, reminding Maryland drivers
to buckleupwhenthey ride or drive. Congratul ations, everyone, on another successful year!
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Park Police Receive Kudos

by Lt. Lisa Vasco

spart of our accreditation process, guestsfrom
A across Montgomery County gathered to en-

dorsethe Maryland-National Capital Park
Police, Montgomery County Division, on September
17, 2007. At theinvitation of theA ssessment Team from
TheCommissiononAccreditation for Law Enforcement
Agencies, Inc. (CALEA), individuasfrom County
government, The Park and Planning Commission, the
Recreation Department, private businesspartners,
citizens, and other police departments stood at the
podium and gave high praisesto the Park Police Divi-
sonanditsofficers. Infact, severa officerswere
mentioned by namefor their exceptional accomplish-
ments, life saving efforts, and remarkabl e community
activity.

Ms. Mary Bradford, Director of Parks, made opening
remarksand then, one by one, Chiefs, Sheriffs, Law-
yers, Correctiona Officers, Recreation Department
managers, and the Gaywood Garden Club members
gavedetailsof thelr pogtiveinteractionswith the Park
Police. Many included specific instancesand personnel
wherethey were uniquely impressed with our profes-
sionalism, enthusiasm, and dedi cation to the mission of
thePark Police.

TheKeith Joseph Memorial Basketball Tournament was
praised for itsvalueto theyouth of the county. The
Garden Club ladieswereimpressed with the assistance
wegavethesoldiersinjured overseas. Recreation

Photo by
Francine Bethea

L-R: Chief Nathaniel J. Barber, Director of Parks Mary Bradford,
CALEA Assessors Dorris Certain, William Benson, and
Randy Nichols
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Park Police Receive Kudos
(Continued from Page 6)

employeeswereamazed with theinteraction between suggestion was madeto send the video recording of the
officersand park facility users. The Chiefsand Com- sessiontothelocal cable channel, because according
mandersfrom our fellow law enforcement agencieseach ~ toMarieWarner, “All thecitizensof Montgomery
spoke of our willingnessto work together to solve County need to know how wonderful the Park Police
problemsin the community and tolend ahelping hand ae”

whenever and wherever needed.
It wasinspirational to hear from our Park patronsthat

All combined, the public addresses painted awell- thejob wedo asPark Policeisappreciated at so many
rounded and clear-cut picture of our adaptability, levels. Whilewedon't often get feedback, on this
cooperation, and compassion for our community. The occasion—itwasall positive. Thanksto everyonewho

showed up to show their support.

Photo by Ofc.
Ed Rivera

Chief Larry Brownlee, Prince George’s Division
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The Latest Scoop

Welcome to New Park Police Member
Dispatcher Mark Moser

r the Maintenance Division at Needwood Golf and Black Hill Regiona Park. Mark hasbeenwiththe
Parks Department for fiveyears. Hewill betraining on theday shift during the month of October and will
switch to the evening shiftin November. Stop by and say hello!

Peasewel comeour newest Park Police Communications Technician, Mark Moser. Mark previously worked
o

Photo by Margaret
Kingsley

Dispatcher Mark Moser

Baby News

ngratul ationsto Officer Tom Mock and hiswife, Renee, on thebirth of their son, Garrett Austin, on July 17,
2007. All arefineand well. Best wishestotheMock’s!
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